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The VIP Vision Support Group was created by 
Youngstown Area Goodwill Industries for both 
visually impaired persons and very important 
people! We are proud to bring a support group 
to the valley as a safe space for individuals 
who are visually or print impaired. Our goal is 
to offer valuable support and a connection to 
resources that can help improve the individuals 
quality of life. 
 
Monthly meetings will be held the third  
Thursday of each month at 10 a.m. at 
Youngstown Goodwill’s main office, 2747  
Belmont Avenue in Youngstown. Individuals 

        

can also join the meetings remotely using a 

call-in number. Sessions will offer peer support 
from Goodwill team members in addition to an 
open forum for discussion and guidance. 
 
Some meetings will also feature guest speakers 
who can offer insight or helpful resources  
related to vision or vision issues.

The next meeting will be January 20 and all 
visitors will be required to wear a face mask or 
covering and follow COVID safety guidelines. 
To learn more, please contact Mike Muder, our 
Radio Reading Coordinator, at 330-759-7921  
or m.muder@goodwillyoungstown.org.

Pictured: The Youngstown Radio Reading Team

Youngstown Goodwill creates Vision Support Group; offers peer support and resources

Youngstown Area Goodwill Industries has 
renamed its employee food bank “The Diane 
Schrum Food Pantry,” after one if its longtime 
employees, who died unexpectedly in September.  
The pantry serves employees, especially any with 
disadvantaging conditions, by providing access 
to free food items, dry goods and personal care 
items that they may need.

“We are honored to name our 
employee pantry in memory 
of Diane,” said Mark Goloja, 
Youngstown Goodwill CEO. 
“She truly embodied our 
mission and was a shining 
light throughout our 
Goodwill community.”

Diane Schrum was born 
through a complicated birth 
in 1957, which resulted in 
an array of developmental 
disabilities, a seizure disorder 
and cerebral palsy. She 
worked for area restaurants 
and the Austintown Local Schools, and, over 
time, her disabilities became more prominent, 
and she needed some assistance. In 1991, Diane 
turned to Goodwill and began working in the 
textile department at the main plant in Liberty. 
She did so for 26 years until her retirement in 
2019. 

Wanting to remain active at Goodwill, Diane 
then joined its volunteer organization, The  
Junior Group, to donate her time furthering  
the nonprofit’s mission. She was chair of a  

committee, active in serving monthly coffee 
and donuts to employees and an integral part in 
setting up and stocking the pantry. 

“Diane became an active, vibrant member of the 
community thanks to the skills learned through 
her employment at Goodwill,” said Kathy  
Gerberry, who not only serves as the Junior 
Group President, but was also Diane’s sister.

In an ongoing effort to provide 
food assistance to Goodwill team 
members, The Junior Group, in 
collaboration with Youngstown 
Goodwill, will regularly supply the 
pantry with items and calls on the 
community to help support this 
initiative.

“Your support of this service will 
be greatly appreciated,” Gerberry 
noted. “When I asked Diane what 
she liked best about Goodwill, she 
replied, ‘the people, they always 
help me.’ Please help the Junior 

Group make life a little easier for the 
people of Goodwill.”

Nonperishable or financial donations can be 
made in Diane’s memory to the Diane Schrum 
Food Pantry at Goodwill’s main office, 2747 
Belmont Ave., Youngstown, OH 44505.

“Diane made a huge impact on our organization, 
and we felt it was only fitting that she continue 
to do so with the naming of the pantry,” Goloja 
added.
       See page 3 for more information.

EMPLOYEE PANTRY RENAMED AFTER LONGTIME EMPLOYEE
Yo u n g s t o w n  A r e a  G o o d w i l l  In d u s t r ie s  i s   
h o n o r e d  t o  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  t w o  a w a rd s  f o r  
o u r  S a le m  a n d  C a lc u t t a  lo c a t io n s  f r o m   

R e a c h  4  M o r e , a  jo b s  d e v e lo p m e n t  p r o g r a m  
o f  t h e  C o lu m b ia n a  C o u n t y  B o a r d  o f  

D e v e lo p m e n t a l  D is a b i l i t ie s .

W e ’r e  p r o u d  t o  c o n t in u e  t o  o ff e r  d iv e r s e  
a n d  in c lu s iv e  w o r k p la c e s  in  t h e  c o m m u n it y  

w h e r e  in d iv id u a ls  c a n  fi n d  m e a n in g f u l   
e m p lo y m e n t  a n d  g r o w t h  o p p o r t u n i t ie s . 

C a l c u t t a  a n d  S a l e m  G o o d w i l l  
S t o r e s  H o n o r e d  b y  C C B D D

The award presentation at our Salem location.

The award presentation at our Calcutta location.



BENEFACTORS — $1,000+
William M. Neckerman, Jr.  
Charitable Foundation

Jim & Cindi Schrum 
(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

PNC Foundation
In Memory of Lena M. “Lee” Centofanti
The Raymond John Wean Foundation

(In Support of Radio Reading)
Lark Dickstein-Rienerth

(In Support of Radio Reading)  
James & Carol Bacon

SUSTAINERS — $500+
Mahoning Presbyterian Church

James Cline, Jr.
Molly Maid

(In Support of Radio Reading & 
The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Cebriak
Lillian Schermer Charitable Trust

(In Support of Radio Reading)
Jack & Shirley Burnett

(In Support of Radio Reading)
Family of Clarence Smith

(In Support of Radio Reading)
Bob and Linda Sebo

(In Support of Radio Reading)
Akron Children’s Hospital of 

the Mahoning Valley 
(In Support of Radio Reading) 

PATRONS — $250+
Laura Mae Schmuki 

James Donatelli

SUPPORTERS — $100+
Debbie Cotton

(In Support of Radio Reading)
Doug & Diane Cirbus 

(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

American Council of the Blind of Ohio 
(In Support of Radio Reading)

Becker Funeral Homes
(In Support of Radio Reading)

Attorney Charles E Dunlap
(In Support of Radio Reading)
Sharp Auto Body Limited, LLC
(In Support of Radio Reading)

Tim & Heather Baird 
(In Support of Radio Reading)

Paul & Rebecca Stabile 
(In Support of Radio Reading)

Raymond Kuneli, Jr. & Kimberly Kuneli

FRIENDS cont...— UP TO $50
Marian Muder 

(In Support of Radio Reading)
Chaya & Sandy Kessler 

(In Support of Radio Reading)
Donald & Sharon Novorsky 

(In Support of Radio Reading)
Vince and Mary Ellen Pellegrini 

(In Support of Radio Reading)
Marilyn Michael 

(In Support of Radio Reading)
Donna Hageman 

(In Support of Radio Reading)
Anonymous 

(In Support of Radio Reading)
Althea Sweeney 

(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Christine Brugler 
(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Jeffrey Necko 
(In Support of Radio Reading)

Betty Serich
Dennis & Katherine Ratliff

Marilyn Emery 
(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Lucille Santangelo 
(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Christine Grabert 
(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Bernadette Kotel 
(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Steve & Stacie Gerberry 
(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Cathleen Anderson
Peggy A Heintzelman

Cosmo & Jude Signoriello 
(In Support of Radio Reading)

Barbara Metzendorf 
(In Support of Radio Reading)

Jacci Johnson 
(In Support of Radio Reading)

Darlene Kozusko 
(In Support of Radio Reading)

Peggy & Scott Heintzelman
Robert Webber

Aggie Campanale 
(In Support of Radio Reading)

Patrick & Linda Detorof 
(In Support of Radio Reading)

Dennis Czopur 
(In Support of Radio Reading)

Talva & Joseph Maslach 
(In Support of Radio Reading)

Thomas & H. Marlene Dailey
Patrick Smreck

Margaret Schweiger
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SUPPORTERS cont... — $100+
Don Crago 

Edward & Alma Burns
Gail & Craig Harker 

(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Mark & Jennifer Gasser 
(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Jim & Jean Jones 
(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Marilyn Palisin 
(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Greenwood Chevrolet 
(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Giant Eagle #4018 
(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

CONTRIBUTORS — $50+
Boardman-Poland Junior Women’s League 

(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Deanna & Andy Kies 
(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry) 

Philip & Margaret McDermott 
(In Support of Radio Reading)

Ilona M. Labusch
(In Support of Radio Reading)

Yvonne Fayard
Shirley A. Parish 

(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Susan Digiacomo 
(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Karen Scenna
(In Support of Radio Reading & 
The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

John & Betty Decesare
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph & Maryellen Fleming 

(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Fred & Mary Pilgrim 
(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

David & Linda Orell 
(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Jerry & Ruth Vandegrift
Molly Miller 

(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Becky & Max Blalock 
(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

The Rhiel Supply Co. 
(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Alcyon Wealth Advisors, LLC 
(In Support of The Diane Schrum Food Pantry)

Joseph & Denise Gorman 
(In Support of Radio Reading)

FRIENDS — UP TO $50
Karen Todd 

(In Support of Radio Reading)

2021 FALL/WINTER DONORS
Thanks for Believing in the Power of Work!

Youngstown Area Goodwill Industries has been serving Eastern Ohio and Western Pennsylvania for more than 125 years. We offer a variety 
of programs and services to help individuals prepare for and find meaningful employment. We strive to help people in the community,  

with and without barriers, find opportunities along with professional success and personal satisfaction. We appreciate your support!



Youngstown Area Goodwill offers a variety of 
programs and services to help individuals in our 
community prepare for and find meaningful  
employment. To help fulfill our mission, we have  
our dedicated Workforce Development Team.

If you are looking for a job or need assistance  
with the process, Tadarrelle, our Career Services 
Manager, can help. He helps clients with career  
services, such as job searching and placement,  
in addition to soft-skill development, such as  
interviewing. Tadarrelle enjoys engaging with  
colleagues, partner organizations and the 
community and ensures his clients are competitive 
candidates in the workplace. Tadarrelle is from 
Youngstown and values being a resource to the 
community.

“I believe in helping the population we serve,” he 
said.

Amanda, Vocational Rehabilitation Manager, has 
been with Goodwill for nearly five years. Amanda 
is a Mahoning Valley native, who works with clients 
that have been referred to Goodwill from partner 
agencies. In her work, she performs vocational  

evaluations, community-based assessments, digital 
skills training and work adjustment. She focuses on 
supporting individuals who are looking to get back 
into the workforce through soft skills and on-the-job 
training. 

“I enjoy working with all different types of people 
and positively impacting their lives,” Amanda noted.

As our Career Coach, Teaza works with individuals 
in our community by helping them to create 
resumes, apply for jobs and build computer soft 
skills. In addition to her work, she helps clients 
connect with community resources, like affordable 
housing. She assists the Valley through referrals and 
walk-ins and enjoys working with people who want 
to better themselves: “I love being part of Goodwill’s 
organization and all that they continue to do for our 
community.” 

As a mom of three children with autism, Teaza said 
her goals include offering more work programs and 
assistance to individuals with barriers.

To learn more about our programs and services, visit 
our website or call 330-759-7921, ext. 1222. 

G o o d w i l l  i n  A c t i o n :  M e e t  o u r  W o r k f o r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  T e a m !

Goodwill employs diverse and talented individuals, with and without barriers and  
disabilities. Our food pantry was designed to provide all of our employees with  
access to food and personal care items. The goal is to remove any stress that can  
come from worrying about where or how they’re going to find their next meal or  
hygiene products. The food pantry provides assistance to team members in need,  
particularly anyone struggling with transportation issues, personal or family  
issues, mobility issues, health issues, financial issues or any other barriers.

Thank you again to the Junior Group for helping stock the employee pantry and  
everyone who has donated to it — together, we can continue to change lives!

LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW THE DIANE SCHRUM FOOD 
PANTRY IS MAKING AN IMPACT AT OUR ORGANIZATION

Continued from page 1.

Page 3 The Goodwill Update Fall/Winter 2021

Meet Lionel, who is going on his  
28th year working at Youngstown Area  
Goodwill. Lionel is a valued team member  
of our business services department, but  
specializes in laundry. He continues to  
display his impressive ability to get things  
done and was recently promoted to Lead  
Washer Dryer Operator. “Goodwill is a  
special place. I’m happy I can do what I do  
and be appreciated for it.” 

During his tenure at Goodwill, he has  
gained experience working in various  
areas of our organization. From textiles to  
janitorial, he said he has enjoyed meeting  
different people and becoming an asset. “I  
get satisfaction in knowing I can do my job  
well, and people rely on me and put their  
trust in me.” 

Since September 2021, 
our organization has had  

23+ volunteers  
that have become certified vision 
screeners through our partnership 

with Prevent Blindness. 
We have screened  

910+ children  
in Mahoning, Columbiana and 
Trumbull Counties for possible 

signs of vision disorders.

Thank you to all of our 
volunteers and participants!

Vision Screening 
Program
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Please consider a monetary donation to your local Goodwill  
Industries. Included with this newsletter is an envelope that will 
allow you to mail in a financial donation that can truly do good 
for our community.

Your Goodwill serves hundreds of people right here in the  
Mahoning and Shenango Valleys, like Kim and Joshua. A 
monetary gift allows funds to go directly into making a 
greater impact on the lives of individuals in our community. 
To stay informed on what’s happening at Youngstown 
Goodwill, follow us on social media. We appreciate 
your support and generosity, now and always!

Do good for your community.
Donate via mail or donate online at:

BUILD a stronger 
community with us.

www.goodwillyoungstown.org

330-759-7921

2747 Belmont Avenue 
Youngstown, OH 44505-1864 
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